
Community Managed Libraries in Staffordshire, 

working in partnership with... 

Apply now or register your interest 

www.staffordshire.gov.uk/libraries 

You can apply online to be a library volunteer - go to ow.ly/ryl6308bJtA. 

Alternatively, if you would like to know more, or just have a chat with 
someone about volunteering, you can call us on 01785 278311 or email us 

at volunteerinyourlibrary@staffordshire.gov.uk 
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Staffordshire County Council Libraries and Arts Service 

Libraries Making a 

Difference   

 50620  

Hours of volunteer 

time given in CMLs 

in February 2018 

Value of volunteer 

time given in CMLs* 

5833 

Total of volunteers  

 recruited in CMLs so far: 

 

 

£81,662 
*based on £14 per hour of volunteer time, a nationally recognised voluntary sector figure  

Showcasing the impact of our  

Community Managed Libraries 

March 

2018 

Brewood Community Managed  Library hosted a World Health Day 

Local Gnosall people celebrating the library grant from the Big Lottery Fund  

mailto:volunteerinyourlibrary@staffordshire.gov.uk


Look at our ‘SO WHATS’  

Library Community Support Officer Michelle Jackson has 

been very busy this month with the Library Consultations 

happening in the Staffordshire Moorlands, with events at 

Leek, Cheadle, Biddulph and Uttoxeter. The Library Service 

is seeking the views of the public about its proposals up until 1
st
 April. It is 

heartening when talking to people during a consultation to hear how most 

people value the library service. There are some really interesting ideas 

coming forward as the public are also aware that there has to be a different 

way of working. The event at Cheadle was featured in the Cheadle Times 

and Echo on Wednesday 28
th
 February. This sort of coverage in the paper 

will encourage more people to come forward and have their say about the 

changes and local issues that really matter to them. 

In the past few months Library Community Support Officer Helen Farr has 
showed two new colleagues around the community libraries in the Stafford 
area, so they could see the community managed library model operating in 
practice and to give them the opportunity to talk to some of our volunteers. 
One of them said “Helen really helped me understand how our services have 
adapted in recent years, to truly become Community Hubs. I saw first-hand 
how volunteers live and breathe their local community, as well as how our 
partnerships operate. It was hugely insightful and helped me understand the 
County Council through a lens outside the office environment.” 

Volunteer 

Library       

Users 

Wider Community 
When the local Volunteer Bureau needed a new venue, Kinver Community 
Library (KCL) was the obvious location. After a desk, filing cabinet and new 
dedicated telephone line were installed, Kinver Volunteer Bureau now     
continues to operate with a group of volunteers who give their time to help 
and support the people of Kinver, primarily providing transport to              
appointments and is open at the library      
Tuesday to Friday mornings. Chairman of 
KCL Paul Wooddisse says “Kinver       
Community Library is pleased to now be in 
the position to share some of our space 
with the Kinver Volunteer Bureau”.        
Ventures like this have increased footfall 
through the door and are going a long way 
to secure the Library’s position as a      
community hub. 

All those involved in working to 
set up a community library in 
Gnosall were delighted to be 
successful in achieving a grant from the Big Lottery Fund. Gnosall Parish 
Council submitted the application to the Awards for All fund and a grant of 
£9,830 has been awarded! 'We have known the good news for some 
weeks,' said Mary Booth, who is the contact for the grant application, 'but 
we had to wait to tell everyone until the Big Lottery Fund made the         
announcement.  We are most grateful to National Lottery players for      
supporting good causes in their community.' The Big Lottery Fund said: 

'Receiving this award is a mark of 
the quality of the work you are  
doing in your community.' The 
funds will be used for provision of 
a ramp for the building, new     
carpeting for the Youth Club room 
next door, which will be open for 
library users, and for other        
essential items needed for the  
project. It is intended that there will 
be extra activities associated with 
the library, making it a hub. 

Partner Organisation 

One of the duties of Library Community Support Officers (CSOs) is to work 

with local partners on community projects. CSO Ian Burley has been working 

with various partners to improve community information in the Shobnall Ward 

of Burton. Recently Ian and Cheryl Rice from the Staffordshire Council for 

Voluntary Youth Services (SCVYS) have been liaising with Moh Akram from 

Burton and South Derbyshire College with a view to students from the      

college producing a’ Welcome to Shobnall’ flyer for local residents. Ian and 

Cheryl talked to the students on Wednesday February 14
th
 explaining about 

the basics of content and format and answering any questions that the     

students may have had. This project is not only helping to improve          

community information in Shobnall Ward, but also encouraging partnership 

working and also giving opportunities to young people to learn new skills. 

County Council 

We are always looking for examples of how we 

have made a difference in the lives of               

individuals, volunteers or communities. Please 

contact your library if you have a story to tell.  


