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PLANS for a creative 
extravaganza in a 
Moorlands town are coming 
together as organisers 
continue to invite more and 
more people to get involved. 

The Cheadle Arts Festival 
Committee are making full use 
of the town’s community library 
by using it as a meeting space to 
liaise with local artists and 
groups. 

Chair of Cheadle Arts, 
Catherine Doel, told the Times & 
Echo: “The library is at the heart 
of the community and we are 
really grateful to the trustees for 
giving their support to the arts 
festival. 

“There will be a day each 
month when we run our drop-in 
days, and we are looking 
forward to running events and 
activities at the library during 
the festival.” 

There has been a huge 
turnout to the festival 
committee's library drop-in days 
so far, with a lot of interest from 
artists and groups in 
participating in the new Open 
Arts Exhibition and the popular 
High Street Gallery for this 
year’s Cheadle Arts Festival. 

Registration will open in 
February and run until the 
middle of May for both of these 
events. Artists can register 

online at www.cheadle-
arts.co.uk or in person at one of 
the library drop-in days. 

The next drop-in days, which 
run from 10am until 3pm, are 
scheduled to take place on 
Thursday, February 13, followed 
by Thursday, March 19. 

The arts festival organisers 
are normally situated upstairs at 
one of the tables at the High 
Street venue and the library has 
a lift, making it fully accessible, 
so anyone interested in finding 
out more, or registering for 
events, is invited to drop in. 

The focus of the 2020 High 
Street Gallery event is to 
showcase the creative activities 
of local groups. 

Catherine added: “We believe 
art is for everyone. People enjoy 
having a go at creative activities 
for a variety of reasons, and 
joining in groups is excellent for 
people's health and wellbeing.” 

To make this point, this year 
the arts festival organisers aim 
to uncover lots of personal 
stories from the artists and 
groups, to inspire more people 
to take up creative activities. 

To keep up to date on this 
year’s Cheadle Arts festival, 
which will take place during the 
month of June, go online to 
https://cheadleartsfestival.blogs
pot.com.

Festival is taking creative shape 

YOUNGSTERS have been 
taking part in a swimming 
competition at their local 
leisure centre. 

On the morning of January 
27, eight Year 3 and eight Year 4 
children from Cheadle Primary 
walked down to Cheadle Leisure 
Centre to represent their school 
in the annual CADSSA Year 3 
and 4 Swimming Gala. 

A spokesman for the school 
said: “The walk down to the pool 
was a mixture of excitement, 
uncertainty and nerves. 

“For some of the Year 3's it 

was their first trip to the pool 
with school. 

“Eleven other schools from 
the area took part in the well-
supported event. 

“The children did themselves 
and their school proud and were 
very sporting in clapping other 
schools when the results were 
announced. 

“Our boys came third in the 
boys event the girls came ninth 
and overall we finished in eighth 
place. 

“A huge well-done to all who 
took part.”

Pupils dive in for 
prizes at competition

A GROUP of residents who 
meet monthly to remove 
litter from the streets of 
their town started off their 
2020 programme at the 
weekend. 

The Cheadle Moorlands 
Litter Pickers met on Sunday 
(February 2) morning to collect 
rubbish that had been left 
behind on the streets of Cheadle, 
ensuring the area was left in a 
much tidier state than it had 
previously been in. 

In all, 13 volunteers donning 
Cheadle Litter Pickers hi-vis 
jackets helped pick up the litter 
in various parts of the town. 

The group meets on the first 
Sunday of every month, only 
taking a short break over winter, 
to keep the area in which they 
live as clean as possible. 

Organiser Nicola Cooper 
previously told the Times and 

Echo: “We just want to keep the 
town looking tidy. 

“The more people we have 
helping, the better.” 

A spokesperson for the group 
wrote on it’s Facebook page: “We 
welcome anyone who wishes to 
join us in our mission. 

“While de-littering Cheadle 
collectively we need to consider 
the effects of litter pollution on 
the town and rural environment.  

“Those who drop litter in 
Cheadle or who throw it from 
their cars in the town or in 
surrounding countryside are the 
problem but collectively and 
with a conscience, we are the 
solution. 

“It is now time for all of us to 
go out of our way to pick up trash 
littering the town of Cheadle.” 

To learn more, visit the 
‘Cheadle Moorland Litter 
Pickers’ page on Facebook.

Cleaning up the community


